
 

WEEKLY LESSON PLANS 

Teacher: Gregory Rivera Course: U.S. Government  Period(s): 3    Week of: 8/10/18 to 08/14/18 

 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Unit Learning 

Goals 

Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or 
lowered).Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 
studies. Interpret the intentions of the Preamble of the Constitution. Explain how the Declaration of Independence reflected the political principles 
of popular sovereignty, social contract natural rights and individual rights. Evaluate how the Constitution and its amendments reflect the political 
principles such as the rule of law, separation of powers, republicanism, democracy and so on. 

 

 

 

Daily Learning 

Goal 

Identify key steps in a text’s 
description of a process related 
to history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or 
lowered). 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies. 

 

Identify aspects of a text that 

reveal an author’s point of view 

or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

Interpret the intentions of the 
Preamble of the Constitution. 
Explain how the Declaration of 
Independence reflected the political 
principles of popular sovereignty, 
social contract, natural rights, and 
individual rights. 

Evaluate how the Constitution 
and its amendments reflect the 
political principles such as the  
rule of law, separation of 
powers, republicanism, 
democracy and so on.  

Activities: 

Bell work -Define Usurpation 

Describe a time when you usurped 

someone’s authority or someone 

usurped your authority.  

Students will respond to these and 

then I will give a short explanation 

of goals of emphasizing type of 

questions. 

Continue Reading and Discussing 

the Declaration of independence.  

 

 

 

Bell-Work- Read the definition of 

State as it is used as an academic 

question type. Students will be 

asked to make a general statement 

to the Declaration of Independence 

a if they were a loyalist to the 

crown.  

Students will work together in one 

group to compile a list of words 

that were highlighted by members 

during our read through as 

challenging.  

 

Bell-Work –Respond to-Were there 

any grievances listed by the founders in 

the DoI that could be considered 

legitimate grievances against our 

government today? Provide modern day 

examples.  

Explain how the how and or why your 

examples could be considered 

legitimate.    

Look at the LI definitions of Illustrate 

and Explain to demonstrate that their 

bellwork was examples of using the 

terms in social science.  

Bell-Work – Students will receive 

a handout with an explicit 

definition of Summarize with the 

basic elements of a strong 

summary listed and explained. 

Write a one Paragraph Summary of 

the Declaration of Independence 

using the handout as a reference.  

We will begin reading Ch 1 

Principles of Government as a 

group.  

Bell-Work – Students will be 

given a handout with the 

definitions for Trace and Predict. 

Students will then copy a list of 

example Trace and Predict 

questions that they will be expected 

to be able to answer about 

Government Curriculum by the end 

of course.  

We will continue our reading of 

chapter one.  

Classwork / 

Homework 

As an exit slip students will 

list the what they feel were 

the top 5  most egregious 

grievances listed in the in the 

Declaration of 

Independence.  

Students will divvy of the 

vocabulary words and define 

them and share their results 

with classmates.  

Students will have a pop 

quiz on the words defined in 

Tuesday’s group activity 

from the Declaration.  

Students will fill out a 

graphic organizer designed 

to define the various types of 

governments that exist and 

describe the elements that 

make up each one.  

Students will fill out a graphic 

organizer highlighting the 

elements of different theories of 

government: Force, 

Evolutionary, Divine Right of 

Kings and Social Contract. 

Standards or 

Frameworks: 

LAFS.68.RH.1.3 

LAFS.68.RH.2.4 

LAFS.68.RH.2.6 

SS.7.C.1.6 

 

 

 

LAFS.68.RH.1.3 

LAFS.68.RH.2.4 

SS.912.C.1.2 

SS.7.C.1.6 

 
 

LAFS.68.RH.1.3 

LAFS.68.RH.2.4 

LAFS.68.RH.2.6 

SS.7.C.1.6 

 
 

LAFS.68.RH.2.4 

LAFS.68.RH.2.6 

SS.7.C.1.6 

SS.912C.1.1 

SS.912.C.1.3 

 

 
 

LAFS.68.RH.1.3 

LAFS.68.RH.2.4 

SS.912.C.1.5 

SS.7.C.1.6 

SS.912.C.1.2 

 

 
 

 


